LANNY MORGAN
Facific Standgrd
(Contemparary)

Lanny Morgan’s recordings as a
[eader pocur so infrequent!y thal virtual-
Iy every one could be titled "IU"s About
Time!" One of the great bebop aitoists of
the past 30 years (I'd love 1o hear him
teamed with Fhil Wocods or Richie Cole,
Morgan can always be rehed upon 1o
enthusiastically dig into standards
preserving the melodies and chord char-
ges bui coming up with consistently
fresh variations,

O this Contemporary set, Morgan is
joined by three of L.A."s Onest (planist
Tom Ranier, bassist Dave Carpenter and
drummer Joe LaBarbera) who give him
stimulating and swinging support.
Lanny mostly sticks to wall-known
standards but somehow they sound now.
“Stella By Starlight” istaken much faster
than normal (which helps the wsually
overplayed song), “In The Sulll Of The
MNight” cooks, “Body and Scul” is his
ballad fealure, “Spring Can Really
Haung Yau Up The Most™ Is turned into
a fast samba and a blazing “It's You Or
Mo One”™ wraps up the 1en-song session,
There is not & throwaway track or routine
momeznt in the 67-minules of muste

Lanny Morgan's quartet date is high-
ly recommended to stralghlahead jaze
fans. Hopefully the release of this CD
willresuli in the underrated altoist finally
reaching a wider audience beyond his
followers in LA,

—Seolt Vanow
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5. lto saxophonist Lanny

organ lays out a
scrumptious buffet of great
classics and then digs into
each of them with respect
maturity and swinging cre-
ativity, But Morgan isn't the
entire show, Pianist Tom
Ranier is leagues ahsad of
many better known key-
boardists and the thythm sec-
tion of bassist Dave Carpen-
ter und drummer Joe La Bar-
bera keep everything mov-
ing.

One of the highlights is
Morgan’s up-tempo treat-
ment of “The Song Is You.”
The Gerz-Sims influence is
loud and clear, but is not
copied.

Other seleclions include:
“In The Sill of The Night"
“People Will Say We're In
Love," "Stella By Starlight,”
“Broadway,” “I'll Remember
April,” “It's You Or No One”
and "Rosalie.”




